The WB4GQX 147.150 and 441.900 

Dennis Barrow Memorial Repeaters

To Area Amateur Radio Operators:

For over thirty five years, the dependable presence of the Sawnee Mountain repeaters continue to serve hams in Metro Atlanta and north Georgia twenty-four hours per day. Thanks to you the Sawnee Mountain WB4GQX  repeater systems is one of the preeminent repeater systems in Georgia. 

Since it went on the air in December of 1974 the 2 meter repeater has continued to be a high profile, North Metro Atlanta state-of-the-art VHF system for area Radio Amateurs. The wide area 441.900 UHF repeater provides redundant communications capability and its IRLP capability provides worldwide repeater linking access for SMAG members. The UHF link to the Tyrone 444.675 Skywarn repeater has proved invaluable during storm conditions by providing a direct connection into the Peachtree City National Weather Service office for severe weather reporting and emergencies.  

The SMAG technical team continuously makes improvements to enhance both repeater systems to maintain the highest reliability amateur repeaters in the Atlanta area. Both repeaters are located in a commercial broadcast facility where it has full protection from the elements and emergency backup power. The emergency NOAA weather receiver interfaced into the 2 meter repeater has repeatedly warned repeater listeners of impending weather emergencies and watches during all our unusual weather conditions.  The NOAA Weather receiver is tested every Wednesday around noon. The repeater’s courtesy tone in Morse Code and or voice announcement will let you know if a net or weather emergency is in progress. If you don’t have weather receiver handy, you can always rely on the Sawnee Mountain Repeater.

More projects for both repeaters are being planned and will be implemented over time, but we need your financial support to make these projects happen and provide the operating funds to keep the equipment on the air. If you have not done so yet, please visit our updated repeater web site by clicking on http://www.sawneemtn.net/ to take a tour of the repeater site, see the equipment, read detailed information about the repeater systems, and to access updated information as new features are added.

The SMAG sponsors the primary communications repeater infrastructure for the Forsyth Co. ARES organization and the Forsyth Co. EMA Skywarn program. The Forsyth Co. ARES  holds a weekly net on the 147.150 MHz repeater every Tuesday night.  ARES meetings at the Cumming Police Department at 7:00PM on the second Monday of each month. 

    The SMAG systems continue to provide reliable services for numerous ARES, Skywarn, and Forsyth EMA activities, Northside Forsyth Hospital drills, nets, and emergencies. 

We ask all hams that frequently use the SMAG Repeater Systems to financially help support the operation of these systems since significant expenses are incurred throughout the year by the SMAG.  If you are relatively new to the area or a newly licensed Amateur Radio Operator, we invite you to become a Full Member and join with us in the professional tradition of the Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group. 

Your dues payment will support the operation of the system, including equipment repairs, equipment replacement, system upgrades, telephone line billing, insurance, and an annual payment  to our building owner for electrical power consumption                       .(OVER)

The current repeater function touch-tone command codes are scheduled to change on February 27th.   We suggest that your membership fee arrive by February 15th  so you may receive your updated command codes by mail before the code changes take effect.  Included with this e-mail to current members, you will also find the annual membership form that must be completed so our records are current. Please read and sign the usage agreement and enclose the form when mailing your membership fee. Listing your current valid E-mail address is very important for our records as that is the method we use to notify members of system and function updates.

-- Open Operation –

The Sawnee Mountain Repeater System is open for communication by all properly licensed Amateurs who agree to abide by repeater operating guidelines adopted by this organization. However, the autopatch and IRLP functions are not considered open and are reserved for SMAG paid members. But, SMAG members may routinely assist newcomers and transients by placing autopatch or IRLP connections when requested. Members are encouraged to be courteous and helpful to newcomers. 

-- Membership Fee –

Full Membership is open to all licensed Amateur operators  for $25 annually per family. Prospective members need only to fill out the application form, sign the usage agreement, and remit payment in the amount and manner as indicated on the form. (All Hams who live in a Member's household are eligible for Membership, without any additional dues. Please refer to the enclosed Membership Application form for information on the dues structure).

The Trustees have also established a reduced  half price ($12.50) annual dues rate for newly licensed Hams, one year or less. 

Please mail your completed form and payment to SMAG, 2626 Buford Highway, Cumming, GA 30041.

Members are issued a special pamphlet that explains the operating instructions and requirements for the Sawnee Mountain System. Of course, all operation must follow the FCC's requirements, must be consistent with acceptable operating practice of the SMAG, and extend operating courtesy.

On behalf of the Trustees, it is my pleasure to invite your new or renewed Membership. You may be assured that the Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group will continue its fine tradition and reputation for providing an outstanding and wide area system that Hams enjoy using.
For the Trustees, 73,[image: image1.jpg]S X



 

Anthony Cash, KD4K
Membership Secretary


The Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group

147.150 & 441.900 Dennis Barrow Memorial Repeater
Application for Full Membership or Renewal

Please print clearly.
______________________________________________   _________________        ___________

        

 Name


                                                       Call
           
         License Class

______________________________________________   _________________      ___________

        

1.  Licensed family member living at same address
  
Call
                       License Class

______________________________________________   _________________      ___________

2.  Licensed family member living at same address

     Call
                       License Class

______________________________________________   _________________    ___________

3.  Licensed family member living at same address

     Call
                        License Class

______________________________________________________________________________

Home  Street Address

_____________________________________________________  _______  ________________

City





    State
       ZIP

Home Phone ______  __________________  Work Phone ______  __________________

New Member? (Y/N) __  Previous call: ______________  Internet E-mail: _________________________

There are no additional dues required for licensed family members living at your address.
Please remit 2011 Membership dues according to the following schedule:

Dues submitted before August 27, 2011:


$ 25.00

Dues for new Hams licensed 1 year or less:


$ 12.50

Dues submitted on or after August 27, 2011:
               
$ 12.50
Please make your check payable to the Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group, and send it to:

The Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group,  2626 Buford Highway,  Cumming, GA  30041
______________________________________________________________________________

Please read the following and sign below:

I hereby apply for Full Membership, or renewed Full Membership, as applicable, in the Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group.  I understand that I am submitting dues for the Membership year terminating on February 26, 2012.  In addition, I (and any family members) agree to operate in accordance with requested operating practices as stated in the SMAG repeater usage agreement  (on rear of this application) , and to follow all regulations set forth by the Federal Communications Commission.

Date______________  Dues enclosed $____.____   Signature:____________________________

Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group

~ Repeater Usage Agreement ~

The original Sawnee Mountain Amateur Group repeater was founded by a veteran group of  ham radio operators  with solid experience in  HF, VHF, & UHF communications techniques that promote traditional acceptable operating practices. The primary intent of this system is to provide state-of-the-art, dependable communications for the sponsoring hams, their families,  and VHF-FM enthusiasts in the North Metro Atlanta area. The SMAG repeater systems are maintained and open to properly licensed operators that are willing to subscribe to a general set of operating guidelines. These guidelines have been established by the SMAG in harmony with repeater use guidelines set forth by the South Eastern Repeater Association , the ARRL, and the FCC.  Amateur radio repeaters require a different operator discipline than that of other radio services. Guidelines and established expectations are important due to the influx of newly licensed and non-experienced operators from the new amateur radio license restructuring.

Your ability to use any amateur repeater system is a privilege, and not a right granted to you by the FCC. When you use a repeater you are using someone else’s radio station to make contact with another station so courtesy toward the owner’s station should be foremost in your mind. SMAG designated Control Operators (as required by the FCC) monitor the repeater to ensure that its usage is compliant with the Part 97 rules of the FCC. Control operators are responsible the legal usage and security of the repeater systems. 

1) To enable control operators to understand the content of conversations taking place on the SMAG repeaters we request that only the English language be used by stations using our systems. This includes third  party autopatch conversations. In addition, there shall be no digital data transmissions through any of the SMAG repeaters. Control operators have the right to deny repeater access to any station not following these requests and may shut off the repeater without warning.   

2) To initiate a contact on a repeater simply announce “ This is (callsign) monitoring” or call other station directly by using their callsign. The practice of calling “CQ” on repeaters is discouraged. Calling someone simply by their name is not acceptable by SMAG guidelines nor the rules of the FCC.  Please do not “key-up” or “kerchunck” the repeater simply to see if it is working. 

3) Be aware of identifying your station properly. At a minimum, acceptable practice is to identify at the beginning of a QSO and every 10 minutes during an extended QSO.  You  must identify your station right before you attempt to access any of the touch-tone functions of the SMAG systems. Not doing so probably will lead to a control station shutting off  the repeater due to not knowing who is attempting to access a secured mode of repeater control.

4) Always use simplex frequencies, when possible, for extended QSO’s after initial contact is made with another station(s). Repeaters are primarily intended to be used as  “calling” frequencies for initial contact with another station. The exception to this is when mobile to mobile communications are not reliable via simplex frequencies.  Certainly, base station to base station QSO’s should be taken to a simplex frequency if the QSO lasts for more than a couple minutes.  Repeated use of  repeaters for lengthy base station “roundtable” QSO’s is discouraged, with the exception of  scheduled emergency or weekly net operations which some repeater groups do sponsor. Here’s something else to consider: When you and another station are using a repeater  for communications,  you and the other station are giving your respective transmitters a rest while the other station is transmitting,  but the repeater transmitter and amplifier is on the air continuously. Ask yourself if your equipment could tolerate such long transmit periods and simply try to give the repeater equipment the same consideration when a repeater has been in extended use for awhile. 

5) Be a courteous, professional operator when using any repeater system. Allow time between QSO exchanges for other operators that may have emergency traffic or need to make an urgent autopatch. Try not to hold lengthy OSO’s during times of the day when the repeater is expected to be busy with  traffic, such as between the hours of 4:30pm and 6:30pm. Be careful what you discuss during QSO’s on repeaters. Certain topics, jokes, autopatch conversations, and discussions may be distasteful to other operators or their families monitoring the repeater. Remember that hundreds of other hams and citizens are monitoring your communications with radios in their homes, mobiles, handie-talkies, police scanners, and demonstration radios located in retail ham radio stores. How  professionally you conduct yourself while using a repeater tends to set the reputation of that repeater  and is a direct reflection on the owners and sponsors of the repeater systems. Remember that you are “borrowing” someone else’s radio system when you use  repeater system services. To not operate as a professional may mean you could be asked not to borrow the equipment.

6) Always use the minimum power necessary to maintain repeater communication. Repeater channels are coordinated through SERA to provide certain distances between repeaters assigned to the same frequency channels. This spacing is usually calculated based on a particular repeater’s primary service area. This area is calculated with a 45 watt mobile with 3db gain antenna at a range of 25-30 miles away from the repeater. The use of higher power levels in mobiles or higher power base stations is discouraged due to the possibility of your station causing interference to another repeater located on the same frequency, especially if your station is in the fringe coverage area.  The practice of  contacting repeaters located a long distance from your base station by using higher power amplifiers is certainly discouraged  for the same interference reasons. Using higher power on simplex frequencies is sometimes required.

7) If you are a newly licensed amateur operator and you have only operated on the VHF or repeater frequencies, you are advised to again review the rules and regulations of the FCC and to review the ARRL publication Operating An Amateur Radio Station. Because VHF and UHF repeaters offer a more convenient form of communication than that of different amateur radio frequency bands it is sometimes quite easy to fall into modes of  “too casual” or  “less than professional” operating protocol. Please don’t be afraid to call upon veteran amateur radio operators with your questions about proper operating techniques. They will be glad to coach you. You will also find that the “radio language” in the amateur radio service is quite different than that of other radio services you may have had prior experience with.  


